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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  MITCHELL R. ELFERS

OF NEW MEXICO CLERK
Barbara Andersen }
Plaintiff )
V. )
Forrest Fenn, Unknown Defendant ) CV 20-553
)

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR INJUNCTION AND OTHER RELIEF
Barbara Andersen, as her own attorney, files this verified complaint for injunction and monetary

relief against Forrest Fenn and Unknown Defendant.

I. Andersen is currently a resident of Chicago, Cook County, Ilinois.
2. Forrest Fenn is a resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico.
3. Unknown Defendant’s current residence is not known. Andersen will be seeking this

information in this litigation.

4, This Court has jurisdiction based on diversity of citizenship, 28 U.S,C. § 1332, and
federal question jurisdiction, 28 U.S.C. § 1331.
Background Facts

5. Andersen participated in a treasure hunt drafted by Forrest Fenn., A few years ago,
Andersen reached the location of the treasure. In doing so, Andersen solved the final clues and was in
the general proximity of the treasure. After that, upon information and belief, Andersen went on to
solve the balance of the clues. Andersen will not address the clues/answers so as to not educate
Unknown Defendant.

6. After finding the general location of the last clue/answer, Andersen found physical
markings that verified that she was at the final treasure location or very near same. Andersen then spent

two more years deciphering the balance of the poem and narrowing down the physical location of the




Case 1:20-cv-00553-JFR Document 1 Filed 06/08/20 Page 2 of 39

treasure. Andersen will not disclose what those physical markings were so as to not educate the
Unknown Defendant.

7. After finding the general location, Andersen incurred substantial monies and time
(months each year) physically looking for the treasure. During that time period, Andersen never saw
any searcher. The road that is closest is very poorly maintained and is largely avoided except by local
residents. Andersen would camp or stay with local residents during her lengthy search trips.

8. Over the years, Forrest Fenn has quictly acknowledged Andersen as the solver of the
poem/puzzle. Sample references can be found in his “Dizzy Pean” scrapbook, his Rooster Cogburn
scrapbook, his reference to Bohemian (Andersen is Czech), his reference to “doctor/lawyer”
(Andersen’s ex-husband is a doctor), his reference to “barb” in a scrapbook, his reference to a boa
(Andersen wore one in an old law firm photo) and several other examples. Further, Forrest Fenn is fully
aware that Andersen was the actual solver of the poem and has been so for some time while attempting
to find the precise spot.

9. Forrest Fenn also has likely hundreds of e-mails from Andersen, including photographs
relative to almost all of the nine of the clues/answers as well as relative to finding the physical location.
Conversely, upon information and belief, Unknown Defendant came out of “left field” with his solve
that he stole from Andersen and has sparse, substantive communications to Fenn,

10.  Prior to her most recent search of the physical treasure, Andersen received prank text
messages from the Unknown Defendant. In those text messages, Unknown Defendant told Andersen
that he was stalking her and made multiple comments about her private body parts to harass her.
Unknown Defendant used muitiple numbers to harass Andersen beginning at the end of May (i.c. before

her most recent search). A copy of the blocked text messages are attached hereto as Exhibif A and are
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incorporated herein by reference. Andersen considered them harmiess until it was announced that the
treasure had been found by a stranger.

I1.  In addition, after finding the treasure, Unknown Defendant adinitted that (a) he had no
substantive knowledge of the clues/answers as to why he was in that area and (b) that he had stolen
Andersen’s solution. A copy of the text messages from June 7, 2020 are attached hereto as Exhibit B
and are incorporated hercin by reference. Andersen will not disclose the clue/answer at this juncture so
as to not educate Unknown Defendant and/or the public.

12.  In addition, in order to go from the final clue to the final physical location, further
analysis is required. The treasure was not located near the final clue. To find this final location,
Andersen has to resolve the poem and conduct significant physical searching of the area. In other
words, the physical location of the treasure was a second puzzle. Andersen finally solved same in
October 2019. Again, Andersen will not disclose at this juncture as to how to solve this aspect of the
puzzle so as to not educate the Unknown Defendant and/or the public at this juncture.

13.  During this entire period, no other searcher was anywhere in proximity to her or the
relevant scarch area. Upon information and belief, Forrest Fenn possesses video footage of Andersen’s
multiple, solitary searches and the sparse trips taken by the Unknown Defendant. Likewise, Andersen
has extensive photographs from her multiple trips showing her work and thoughts as she unraveled the
second half of the solve.

14, Upon information and belicf, if Forrest Fenn did maintain video footage as believed, that
footage will show that Unknown Defendant went straight to the treasure without being forced to the
same time-consuming analysis that Andersen underwent and that is required to find the physical location
of the treasure. In other words, it will be evident that Unknown Defendant found the treasure by

stalking/following Andersen and not of his own accord. The text messages attached as Exhibit B also



Case 1:20-cv-00553-JFR Document 1 Filed 06/08/20 Page 4 of 39

show that the Unknown Defendant had no substantive understanding as to how to find the physical
location of the treasure from the last cluc/answer.

15, Upon information and belief, based on Exhibit B, Unknown Defendant has no substantive
as to the actual solve of the poem. Conversely, upon information and belief, Andersen has solved all
nine clues based on what Forrest Fenn has implied in blog postings.

16.  Upon information and belief, Unknown Defendant stole Andersen’s solve by (a) hacking
her computer and/or e-mails (i.¢. those to Forrest Fenn) and (b) physically stalking Andersen once she
arrived for her final searches.

COMPLAINT FOR INJUNCTION AGAINST
UNKNOWN DEFENDANT AND FORREST FENN

17.  Andersen incorporates paragraphs 1 through 16 as paragraph 17 herein by
reference.

I8. At all times relevant hereto, there existed the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act, 18
U.S.C. §1030 that prohibits the unauthorized accessing of protected computers with the intent to
either obtain information, further a fraud or damage a computer and its data.

19.  Andersen’s computer and her e-mail communications to Forrest Fenn fall within
the definition of a protected computer for purposes of the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act.

20.  Upon information and belief, Unknown Defendant found the precise location of
the Forrest Fenn treasure not because he solved the puzzle, but because he/ intentionally hacked
Andersen’s computer and e-mails in violation of the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and,
further, stalked Andersen physically at the treasure location site.

21.  Unknown Defendant damaged Andersen by stealing her proprietary information

relative to the solve of the Forrest Fenn poem/puzzle and the physical location of the treasure
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chest.  Unknown Defendant intended to damage Andersen by stecaling her proprietary
information and using same to reach the treasure first.

22.  Unknown Defendant secured the location of the treasure by unethical and illegal
means and should be barred from having any right or title in the treasure.

23.  But for the improper conduct of Unknown Defendant, Andersen would have
located the treasure given that she was focused on a very small area at this late, multi-year
juncture of the scarch,

24, At this juncture, Andersen does not know whether Forrest Fenn has reserved any
inferest in the treasure chest. From rccent communications, there is a suggestion that perhaps he
has created a corporation and/or trust for the chest. Andersen attempted to meet with Forrest
Fenn to resolve this question; however, he was overwhelmed with numerous e-mails and the
media attention surrounding the conclusion of the search. Further, Forrest Fenn declined
Andersen’s request to physically meet to resolve the improper and unethical conduct of
Unknown Defendant and how to handle same in light of the virus and the fact that Andersen was
clearly upset. Andersen advised Forrest Fenn that she would name him to this suit so as to
resolve the legal issues in a public forum and to protect her interest in the chest. Andersen does
not intend to suggest in any regard that Forrest Fenn was in any regard involved in or had
knowledge of the improper, illegal and unethical acts of Unknown Defendant,

25.  Given the improper conduct of Unknown Defendant, it would be improper for
Forrest Fenn to convey any right or title in the treasure chest to Unknown Defendant.

26. Upon information and belief, the value of the chest and its contents is millions of

dollars if sold/auctioned.
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27.

Wherefore, Andersen requests that this Court enter judgment against Unknown

Defendant and, further, that this Court:

(a)
(b)
©
(d)
(¢)

enjoin him from selling and/or auctioning the treasure;

ordering him to turn over the treasure chest to Andersen;

monetary damages for any of the assets removed from the treasure chest;
costs associated with this litigation; and

such other relief as this Court deems just and equitable including a referral for the

criminal investigation of the Unknown Defendant for hacking Andersen’s computer work and

proprietary information.

28,

Wherefore, Andersen also requests that this Court further enter injunctive relief

against Forrest Fenn (a) so as to preclude him from assisting Unknown Defendant in securing

right/title to the chest and/or assisting him in his effort to sell/auction same and (b) to facilitate

the transfer of the treasure chest to Andersen, the sole solver of the poem/puzzie.

Barbara Andersen

____Is/ Barbara Andersen

Barbara Andersen, 6256000
1220 West Sherwin, Unit 1E
Chicago, IL 60626

(708) 805-1123
bandersen{@andersen-law.com
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VERIFICATION
l. I, Barbara Andersen, verify that | personally prepared the above complaint. If called to
testify, | would testify as contained therein.
2, I have personal knowledge of the allegations contained in the above, verified complaint
except for when plead “upon information and belicf”
3. I verify the complaint under penalty of perjury that the statements contained therein are

true and correct.

/s/ Barbara Andersen, plaintiff and attorney
June 7, 2020
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